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Observations of the Newbie: Mach 2007Work Weekend

by Elliot Hamilton

| flew into Mt Pleasant Municip&irport mid Thursday numerous hours were spent canvassing the shelves of the
(08 March 07) to meet with Mike Engebretsen fora shop and other MCRR caches for parts.

special project: the building of an air brake test stand g

Mike and | had been e-mailing about it for a while and
this work weekend looked like the best time to start.

Mike Engebretsen setting the cutting torch to trim the
edge and corners on the test stand’s base plate. (Either
that, or he is preparing to cook his dinner!)

The “first draft” of the air brake test stand, along with lots

of fittings and the usual workbench clutter. The first order of business was to attach fork lift guides

_ _ _ to a large steel plate which would become the base of
Mike had started putting some of the pipe-work the test standAfter a few false starts (ask Mike for

together by the time | arrived at the shop. He had a details!) we had the guides in place and top side work
fairly detailed plan sketched on the back of a napkin aggrted.

had already started acquiring paApparently

The train brake control which will replace the rusty bottom I |
shown in the “first draft.” The plan is to have the test Cutting the base plate to size.
stand double as a training device for upcoming engineers.

continued on page 4
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WELCOME ABOARD!
Come and join the conductors on the MCRR

by Bernie Bartholow

Because of the success with the special events trains which the MCRR is
operating we are in need of additional adult conductors. If you are a person who
can greet strangers with a warm smile and enjoy talking with and having fun with
people of all ages, from the very young to the older adults then you are a perfect
candidate to volunteer as a conductor!

We are very flexible so you can choose the days and hours to work that best fit
your schedule. The folks who attend our events are truly the finest group of
people you can find anywhere and as a conductor we find it very rewarding to

be able to serve them. The greatest reward you can have comes from seeing the
broad smiles on their faces and the twinkle in the eyes of the young and old alike.
You will get to experience this every day you volunt¥eu will soon find you

have made lots of new friends and look forward to seeing them every year

The 2007 OLDTHRESHERS REUNION starts @dmugust 3@ and ends on
September'3 During those 5 days the train operates from 8:30 am to 10:00
pm each dayOn Saturday and Sunday we run two trains from about 10:00 am
to 4:00pm.

The first special event is Jul{ #bllowed by THE GHOST TRAIN which runs
from 6:00 to 10:00pm on October 13, 19, 20, 26, 27.

The final event for 2007 is THE POLAR EXPRESS which operates on Friday
November 30at 6:00 and 8:00 pm; Saturday Decemieat111:00 am, 1:00,
3:00, 5:00, and 7:00 pm; and Sunday Decemtdait 2:00, 3:00, and 5:00 pm;
then again on Saturday Decembeagat 1:00 am, 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, and 7:00
pm; and Sunday Decembér& 1:00, 3:00, and 5:00 pm.

If this sounds like something you would enjoy and would be willing to volunteer
one hour or all day please contact Daidlkins at 319-335-7762 days, 319-
385-7598 evenings. Or email Darrell-wilkins@iowa.edu or mail to 403 S.
Walnut Mt. Pleasant, 1A, 52641

Ghost Train is only SIX months away!

If you have any ideas for the South Station or would like to
volunteer to help with the preparations for GAaain, contact
Dave Ruby at 385-8147 or dmruby@iowatelecom.net




Midwest Central Railroad

ORDER BOARD

Distributed to Friends and Members of the MCRR

Page 3

Mor e photos fom March 2007Work Weekend -
taken by Elliot Hamilton

L

Volunteers Elliot Hamilton and Mike Engebretsen
supervising the band saw’s progress.

MIG welding a bracket to the base plate.

Elliot Hamilton, Student Fireman
Bio:

I have always been interested in
things mechanical for as long as |
can remember. Before and after
high school graduation, | worked
as an auto mechanic — not a spark
plug changer, but an engine
overhauler and other forms of
“heavy” automobile maintenance.

While at the university, | fell

into computer programming along
with my intended degree in
mathematics and secondary school
education. The mainframe computer
field was “red hot” in the mid

70’s, and that is where | settled.

My real interests are in general
aviation, motorcycling, various
computer technologies, desktop
publishing, home brewing, growing
and consuming hot peppers, coffee
roasting and drinking, bicycling,
Lions Clubs, and somewhere in
there, railroading.

My fascination with steam and the
MCRR didn’t start until September,
2004, when my wife and | came to
the OT Reunion for an afternoon
visit. Then, on a fluke visit to

Mt Pleasant in May, 2006, | found
out about the fireman’s school
(thanks to Mike Engebretsen) and
have been involved ever since.

I am currently employed as a
technical support representative
for a mainframe software company.
My wife and | live in Arlington
Heights, IL, a suburb 10 miles
north west of O’Hare airport. |
have a son in the US Army’s
Infantry in Italy and a daughter

in Charlotte, NC.
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Observations of the Newbie
(Continued from page 1)

During the foggy Fridayvhile Mike was fabricating a
bracket to hold the train brake controller | occupied
myself with the Lincoln MIG weldemMever having
touched one before (and barely having touched a stick
welder) | experimented with metal to smoke conversions
until | was able to make a fairly decent beatleast, it
was decent to me; a third grade welding instructor
would probably fall on the floor laughing at the welds,
but thats their problem!
Mike is checking the fit of a bracket on the base plate
Saturday morning was bright and sunny and as while positioned on the fork lift.
expected, a number of other members arrived to get
their hands dirty attending to the trains.

GriffenWall, Jess&anWnkle, and Brian Bacher
completed the steam dome cover installation on the 9
and then started work on a leaky boiler connection for
one of the injectors on the firemaide of the
locomotive. Liberal use of the acetylene wrench — |
also heard it called the “blue wrench” — and lots of
mechanical advantage with the (metal) box wrench
eventually freed the valve and nipple from the baler
side. Jessemight wasrt’enough to budge the fitting so
upon Matt Crulls suggestion, they used the overhead

crane for muscle assist! Clamping the bracket in place. As with many projects, it

was later determined that the brake stand not sit on fork
lift brackets! It was good that the brackets were only
| haven't figured this one out yet: Dustin Bachtell was tacked on to the base plate.

seen moving a washing machine back and forth in the
shop several times. Others looked busy doing
something but | didn’t keep a close enough watch to
write anything about their activities.

The Saturday work day ended with a spirited Board
meeting.Ask the Board for details, but to summarize

with Old Threshers and the city regarding McMillan
Park improvements; there are discussions with OT - g
regarding ticket schemes for Ghosdin; there is a A=Y AR SR b

Fireman/Engineer school in the works; and several  The train brake bracket is shown fastened to the base

pieces of equipment and tools have been approved f@tate. The equalizing reservior after being cleaned is
purchase. laying on its side to the left of the picture.
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For those of you who remember the #2, this is
what it looks like today.

Midwest Central Railroad
PO. Box 102
Mt. Pleasant, |IA 52641

MCRR- 2007
Dates of Operation

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkk

Fourth of July

Old Threshers Reunion
August 30 - September 3

GhostTrain
October 13, 19, 20, 26 & 27
6-10 p.m.

Polar Express
November 30, December 1, 2, 8, & ¢
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